
 

 

        

 

Dear Friend, 

Thank you! Because of people like you, the Organic Growers School just finished our most 

successful Spring Conference yet!  Every Spring, people come together at the Organic 

Growers School Spring Conference to learn, teach, share, and connect.  The OGS 

conference, now in its 19th year, has become an annual tradition among gardeners and 

farmers – marking the beginning of the growing season and offering inspiration, 

information, and ideas to thousands of growers each year.   “It’s like Christmas morning 

for gardeners,” says OGS student Jordana Chalnick of Weaverville.   

“Every year I look forward to it,” says Corey Pine Shane. “The OGS is like a big family 

reunion and people think of it as the official beginning of the growing season.”  The largest 

convergence of organic growers in the Southeast, the OGS conference brings together a 

diverse community of people committed to sustainable agriculture and sustainable living.  

Thank you for being a part of this community!   

I am writing you because the Organic Growers School needs your support more than 

just once a year.  Did you know that the Organic Growers School works year-round to 

support sustainable agriculture?   

When the Spring Conference is over and everyone has gone home  

to their own farms and gardens, the Organic Growers School’s work  

continues: supporting growers in transforming agriculture, building a strong 

local food system by providing in-depth training, education, and support.   

 

I am writing to ask for your help.  If you are getting this letter, you are part of the Organic 

Growers School community – farmers, gardeners, parents, teachers, students – people who 

care about local and organic food and sustainable agriculture.  You care about small farms 

and farmers, about building strong local economies in our mountain communities, about 

increasing access to fresh, local, healthy food, and about helping growers gain access to the 

support they need to succeed.   

“The Organic Growers School is the regional source for information on organic 

agriculture and gardening in Western North Carolina.” 

~ Jeanine Davis, Associate Professor and Extension Specialist, Horticultural Science, NCSU 

Affordable, Accessible Organic Education 



You are part of a historic movement that is transforming agriculture in our region.  

And the Organic Growers School needs your help to continue our work transforming our 

food system from the ground up.   You can help by making a donation to support the 

Organic Growers School’s year-round farmer education programs. 

Farmer Education 

Megan McGowan (below) is one local farmer who benefitted from the 

Organic Growers School’s work supporting growers in the region.  

The Organic Growers School celebrates small success stories like 

Megan’s every time we help a farmer gain new skills, every time a 

young farm worker finds an apprenticeship on an organic farm 

through our Apprentice Link program, and every time someone 

takes a bite of food grown right here in our mountains by a farmer 

that learned something from the Organic Growers School. 

OGS offers educational opportunities for organic farmers all year long 

through our farmer education initiative, the Collaborative Regional 

Alliance for Farmer Training (CRAFT).  CRAFT is a coordinated 

effort to bring established farmers, farm apprentices, and students of 

agriculture together for a comprehensive training program in 

sustainable agriculture.  

CRAFT brings farmers together to share knowledge, practices, techniques, and information.  

The Organic Growers School’s farmer training program gives successful farmers a stake in 

the training of the next generation of growers and gives farm apprentices a chance to gain 

practical educational experience, advancing the body of knowledge of organic agriculture. 

The unique educational approach of the Organic Growers School is based on peer exchange, 

hands-on learning, and practical, affordable information.  This approach creates a strong 

and diverse network of growers sharing information and offering mutual support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“The Organic 

Growers School 

provides technical 

organic production 

education and other 

support to growers, 

building the local 

food movement 

from the grassroots 

level.” 

~ Meredith McKissick, 

Organic Growers 

School Director 

Megan McGowan is starting her own farm this 

year with the help of the Organic Growers School’s 

CRAFT farmer training initiative.  In her first year 

farming, Megan is  growing more than 100 varieties of 

vegetables, herbs, and sunflowers for market on an 

acre of leased land in Canton.  

Megan credits the Organic Growers School’s CRAFT  

farmer training program with helping her get her 

start farming: “For the past three years I have 

participated in the CRAFT tours as a farm worker and 

farm intern.  Then this past winter I went to the 

Farmer Roundtables put on by the Organic Growers 

School which were amazing. The biggest thing I gained 

was just seeing all the many different ways people 

 
farm. Even for people that grow the same product, everyone has a unique way of doing it and that variety 

really helps in figuring out how you want to run your own farm. The connections with local farmers have been 

huge and the ability to ask them for advice and guidance as I try to get my own operation off the ground.”  

“CRAFT is an incredible resource for up-and-coming farmers and this program has been 

indispensable to me and my education as a farmer.” 

 



Your gift counts: Just $10 pays for a farmer's intern to participate in OGS on-farm workshops.  $20 allows a 

beginning farmer membership in CRAFT.  $50 provides a handbook of educational resources for a farmer or 

student of farming and $100 allows a beginning farmer to attend our annual Spring Conference.  $200 helps pay a 

farmer to record his/her knowledge for future farmers in our CRAFT training manual! 

Support for Organic Farmers  

Beyond farmer education and training, OGS provides support to 

farmers in a variety of ways.   

In partnership with the Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture 

Project and Mountain BizWorks, OGS also offers farmer-

centered business planning training, marketing consulting, 

and access to capital to CRAFT growers.  

At the request of area farmers, OGS also operates Apprentice 

Link, an online database that connects participating farms in 

North Carolina and neighboring states with prospective 

apprentices.  OGS assists farmers in structuring work programs 

on the farm and understanding labor laws as they apply to small-

scale farmers. 

OGS farmer education programs provide training from 

experienced farmers for the next generation of farmers, technical 

support for growers transitioning to organic, and life-long 

learning opportunities to help experienced organic farmers 

continue improving their growing methods.  Building on OGS’s 

successful model of peer-support, programs focused on farmer 

education and farmer support continue to grow. 

 

With your support, OGS can offer a full range of support 

services to help new and aspiring farmers make their way 

along the “path to farming” and support experienced farmers 

in continuing to improve and learn.   

Your Support Matters  

The Organic Growers School needs your help.  Our farmer 

programs are helping local farmers succeed, but we can’t do it 

without you.   

Please consider making a financial contribution to the 

Organic Growers School today.  Your donation will help OGS support local farms and 

farmers, build a strong local food economy, and educate farmers, gardeners, and 

consumers about sustainable agriculture and sustainable living.    

Thank you for being a part of the Organic Growers School community, and thank you in 

advance for your support! 

With appreciation,  

 
 
Meredith McKissick, Director 

PS:  

Your contribution will help the Organic Growers 

School help farmers! Write your check today or 

donate online at: www.organicgrowersschool.org.  

Thank you! 

“OGS serves a very 

important role: 

educating farmers 

with region-specific 

information, bringing 

farmers together to 

build a stronger 

community and 

inspire new growers, 

bringing gardeners 

and homesteaders 

into the conversation, 

offering everyone a 

place to share and 

learn. The unique 

OGS approach feels 

like an equitable and 

very grassroots way 

of sharing 

information: folks 

coming together to 

teach each other what 

they know.  It’s 

growing organic 

agriculture from the 

ground up, rather 

than top-down.” 

~ Andrea Van Gunst, 

OGS Farmer Programs 

Coordinator 
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After CRAFT: Participants Report They Are Prepared to...

Your gift counts: Just $10 pays for a farmer's intern to participate in OGS on-farm workshops.  $20 allows a 

beginning farmer membership in CRAFT.  $50 provides a handbook of educational resources for a farmer or student of 

farming and $100 allows a beginning farmer to attend our annual Spring Conference.  $200 helps pay a farmer to 

record his/her knowledge for future farmers in our CRAFT training manual! 

The Impact of the Organic Growers School’s 
CRAFT Farmer Education Program: A Snapshot 

 

 

“Seeing other farm systems always makes us rethink our methods and helps refine them.” ~ CRAFT Participant 


